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This is a summary of how our school delivers music education to all our students across three areas – curriculum 

music, co-curricular provision and musical experiences – and what changes we are planning in future years. This 

information is to help students and parents or carers understand what our school offers and who we work with to 

support our students’ music education. 

 

Part A: Curriculum Music 
At KS3, Music is delivered in 3 50-minute lessons per fortnight. 
 
Students take part in solo, small group and whole class performances, both vocal and instrumental. A broad 
variety of styles and genres are introduced, such as Indonesian Gamelan, Musical Theatre, Gospel, Blues, African 
Drumming, Film Music, Pop Music, Jazz and Western Classical Music. Through these different topics the students 
engage with different ways of performing and composing, including live, recorded and multitracked. The students 
build practical skills and an understanding of the roots of chord-based harmony. 
 
KS4, students opt to study GCSE Music (OCR spec) and receive 6 50-minute lessons per fortnight. 
 
The GCSE is assessed by portfolio of two compositions (one free choice, one to a brief) and two performances (one 
solo, one small ensemble) and one listening paper which covers four Areas of Study: Concerto Through Time; 
Rhythms of the World; Film Music and Conventions of Pop. 
 
Lessons are supported by their involvement in ensembles, sometimes taking on leadership roles, as well as 
through individual instrumental/vocal lessons. 
 
KS5, students opt to study A-level Music (AQA spec) and receive 8 50-minute lessons per fortnight; they are 
allocated a further two lessons for private study with access to the Music facilities. 
 
The A-level is assessed by a portfolio of two compositions (one free choice, one to a brief) and a 10-minute 
recorded recital performance, and one written paper which assesses listening, analysis and contextual knowledge. 
The written paper includes Areas of Study in Western Classical Tradition (Baroque solo concerto, Classical operas 
of Mozart, Romantic piano music of Chopin, Brahms and Grieg) Music for Theatre (Kurt Weill, Richard Rodgers, 
Stephen Sondheim, Claude-Michel Schoenberg, Jason Robert Brown) and Jazz (Louis Armstrong, Duke Ellington, 
Charlie Parker, Miles Davis, Pat Metheny, Gwilym Simcock) 

 

Part B: Extra-Curricular Music 
Students are offered individual instrumental lessons of 20 to 30-minutes; delivered by instrumental specialists and 
charged directly to parent/carers. Students eligible for Pupil Premium are able to use their funding to pay for 
instrumental/vocal lessons.  
 

https://www.warwickshiremusic.org/
https://www.ocr.org.uk/images/219378-specification-accredited-gcse-music-j536.pdf
https://cdn.sanity.io/files/p28bar15/green/0f32bdc2d3525890fdb01a4bea0f961eb9051a87.pdf


Lessons are currently available in the following instruments: 

• Violin, Viola 

• Flute, Clarinet, Saxophone 

• Piano 

• Voice 

• Electric Guitar, Acoustic Guitar, Bass Guitar 

• Drum Kit 
 
Many students are entered for instrumental/vocal examinations on an individual basis by our peripatetic teachers 
(ABRSM, Trinity, LCM, RSL), with superb results. 
 
The school has a wide range of ensembles which take place during lunch time or after school. These are 
differentiated so that students of all levels have a chance to make music at an appropriate standard. 

• Year 7 Choir 

• Main School Choir 

• Chamber Choir (audition only) 

• Training Jazz Band 

• Jazz Band (invitation only) 

• Concert Orchestra (rehearsals divided into Strings & Percussion, and Wind & Brass) 
 
More than 100 students regularly attend ensembles and participate in termly concerts and performance events. 
There are also many student-run bands, vocal groups and small ensembles that rehearse at breaktimes and 
lunchtimes. 
 
The Music facility (Stratford Academy of Music) has a large teaching space, a rehearsal space, 6 practice rooms, a 
recording studio and two instrument store rooms. In the teaching space there are 10 PCs, with connections to midi 
keyboards and microphones, and access to Sibelius, Musescore, Cubase and BandLab. 
In each of the Practice Rooms there is a piano, and two rooms also contain a Drum Kit. 

 

Part C: Musical Experiences 
The school hosts 2 large scale concerts per year: a Winter concert in December and a Spring Concert in 
March/April. We also organise an annual “Farewell Concert” for our Year 13 leavers. These concerts showcase all 
the school ensembles as well as soloists and small groups. The wider school community are invited and around 
200 audience members attend each concert. 
 
Music plays a key role in school award ceremonies, open days and assemblies. 
 
There is a school musical every 2 years which is run in collaboration with the Drama department. The cast, crew 
and band are made up entirely of students and commonly 150 students are involved. 
 
We run a very successful New York Trip every few years where our most senior musicians are able to benefit from 
working with world-class industry professionals and perform in Jazz Clubs, Cathedrals and iconic venues in New 
York. 
 
We are represented by singers in National Youth Girls’ Choir, National Youth Training Choir, National Youth 
Orchestra of Great Britain and National Youth Brass Band. 
 
We have well-established connections with Royal Birmingham Conservatoire and Royal Northern College of Music, 
as well as maintaining strong links with our alumnae musicians; all of which benefits our students with 
experiences, trips, workshops and advice. 

 

Future Plans 
Increase the uptake of Music at KS4 and KS5 
Plans to upgrade the recording studio facilities and music tech support 
Improvements to rehearsal facilities 
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