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Kate Barnett  
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Greetings from Shottery! The daffodils are out on the lawn, and the sun is shining ï and this spring we 
have a huge new building growing before our eyes: itôs so exciting! The steel work was erected before 
Christmas, and the sports hall at least has a roof, if not yet walls. And from the library windows, we can 
see the rooms taking shape inside the shell: dining room, kitchen, extra classroomsé Because itôs been a 
relatively mild winter, the building programme is currently only a little behind, and we are still looking for 
completion during the summer holidays. And so weôre beginning to think about all the things weôll be 
able to do in the new building in the new academic year.  
  
In the meantime, the routines of the school year continue around the building site: as I write we are 
preparing to vote for our new Head Girl team, having seen their hustings videos in tutor -time this 
morning ï with no hall this year, weôve had to be creative! But itôs great to see such a strong set of 
candidates, all of them keen as mustard to lead the school through the coming year. And all our senior 
girls are now in the last revision stages of their courses: with only a few weeks after Easter before the 
GCSE and AS/A-level exams start, they have their eyes firmly fixed on their goals. Iôm sure you all 
remember it well and will send them positive thought -wishes! 

 Di Brownhill  
Chair of Alumnae Society  

Hello to everyone!  Spring is well on its way, the daylight is lengthening and the welcome Easter break is 
drawing closer!  I hope you all have a refreshing break and a re -charging of energy in the sunshine, as 
well as a renewed determination to follow your latent aspirations, whatever they may be!  As you read 
this latest issue of The Shottery Link, I hope you will also feel inspired and very welcome to come to 
some of the events open to all alumnae to attend, such as the FoS organised Arts Weekend in May at 
the Town Hall, or the Music and Arts at Shottery Manor towards the end of June.  
 
The Alumnae Society are organising two annual reunions at Shottery Manor to celebrate key 50th and 
30th birthdays and we hope you will come!  Later on in the Autumn, all of you will be invited to come to 
the long awaited grand opening of the new building, and more details will follow on this, as soon as they 
are available. 
 
I would be pleased to hear from anyone interested in joining the Alumnae Society Committee, as I feel it 
is important to have representatives from a range of years to accurately reflect the alumnae.  The 
committee would also like to reach those alumnae for whom we have no current contact information.  If 
you do know friends who are not linked to the Alumnae Society, please do encourage them to get in 
touch; weôd love to hear from them! 

The Termly Newsletter For The Alumnae Society  

Spring Term 2015  
Our alumnae database is growing, with more and more of our old girls getting in touch to ensure that  

we have their details and will keep them updated on all things Shottery!  There are reunion events in 
the pipeline and school events you are all welcome to attend, not to mention the grand opening of our 
new building in the Autumn term, so watch this space! 



News From Alumnae 
alumnae@sggs.org.uk  

1950s  
 
Unfortunately, at the time of doing to press, we had not 
heard back from the alumna we approached.  If you would 
like us to include news from you here, do please get in 
touch!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1960s  
 
Rosemary Wilson (nee Trotman):  1962 -  
1969 ï  After leaving Shottery, Rose studied 
Ancient History and Archaeology at Birmingham 
University.  She was fortunate enough to be 
offered a job as a Field Archaeologist with 
Tewkesbury Borough Council.  She loved the role 
as it had plenty of challenges and variety.  After a 
few years, Rose left to have her first child and 
chose to stay at home, thus putting an end to her 
archaeological career!   
 
She eventually retrained and started working for 
Gloucestershireôs Youth Service.   
 
These days, Rose is thoroughly enjoying her 
retirement and her interests include gardening, 
rambling, reading, WI, travelling and of course her 
family!   
 
 



1970s  
 
Unfortunately, at the time of doing to press, we had 
not heard back from the alumna we approached.  If 
you would like us to include news from you here, do 
please get in touch!  
ï 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

News From Alumnae 
alumnae@sggs.org.uk  

1980s  
 
Rebecca Lockwood:  1981 -1988 ï After leaving Shottery, 
Rebecca studied Chemical and Process Engineering at Exeter 
University, graduated in1993.  She went on to work for Proctor and 
Gamble in Process Development for toothpaste products, including 
new product launches in the UK, Germany and USA, before 
deciding to return to Warwickshire in 2002.  At that point, Rebecca 
then ójumped the fenceô from oral care to confectionery products, 
starting work at Cadbury (now Mondelez) in Bournville in Process 
Engineering.  Since then, she has been responsible for the process 
tracks on new factory build and improvement projects, designing 
and commissioning processes for various products including 
chewing gum and chocolate bars, e.g. Crunchie, Double Decker 
and Curly Wurly!   
 
In her spare time, Rebecca rides her bike ï either on holidays or 
training for annual charity cycling challenges.  The photo here 
shows Rebecca at the end of the Ring of Kerry Charity Cycle in 
Ireland last year.   
 



News From Alumnae 
alumnae@sggs.org.uk  

1990s  
 
Katie Burnham (nee Spaak): 1997 -2004 ï Katie left 
Shottery in 2004 with a bucketful of happy memories, lifelong 
friends and (miraculously!) a GCSE in Maths!  She looks back 
on her experiences with great warmth and fondness.  
 
Katie spent her gap year in New York, working in a private 
boarding school as an assistant and then went on to 
complete a degree in Politics at the University of Birmingham.  
She met her husband in the first week of university in her 
halls of residence and they now live in North London with 
their baby son, Harry.  She works as the personal assistant to 
the Director of a football club.  
 
 

00s 
 
Annabel Butcher: 2001 -2008 ï  Annabel spent two 
summers working for Arup in Solihull (the structural 
engineers who designed the Sydney Opera House).  She 
spent her gap year working for Aero Engine Controls in Hall 
Green, Birmingham (part of the Rolls Royce Group).  
Annabel travelled to South America twice, before going to 
Cambridge University where she graduated with a MEng in 
2013. 
 
Now in her second year of a PhD at Cambridge, Annabel is 
working with biomaterials, specifically in tissue engineering, 
attempting to produce artificial cartilage.   
 
Since arriving at Cambridge, Annabel has been enormously 
involved with the rowing club as a coxswain, coxing the 
first womenôs boat and being a representative on the 
committee.  More recently she has taken on the role of 
coach and last year tried for the university team.  She was 
the spare coxswain for the Womenôs Boat Race in 2014. 
 



Alumna Interview 

From SGGS to Clinical Science!  
 
Dr Helen Cullington was a student at SGGS from 1982 
until 1989.  Her niece, Sophy Cullington is a current 
pupil.  Diana Brownhill had the pleasure of interviewing 
Helen via email, a copy of which follows.  Thanks very 
much to Helen for her time, and of course for such a 
fascinating insight into your journey!  

What  are  your  lasting  memories  of  your  years  at  Shottery?  
I  loved being a pupil at Shottery.  I  was proud to be part of such a special community.  My main interests 
were music and science.  I  played the flute and piano, and found it very rewarding to take part in so many 
musical activities at school.  I  used to play the piano in assembly, and was often allowed to choose the 
hymns.  My favourites were the rousing ones: óJerusalemô, óI vow to thee my countryô and óDear Lord and 
father of mankindô.  Still love them today.  I  was not very good at sport, but was greatly encouraged at 
Shottery.  In the first year I  ran 1500m in sports day (no one else wanted to do it!) .  It  took me ages, but 
I  felt very proud.  Iôm still a slow runner, but have now ran 6 marathons.  Doesnôt matter if youôre slow: 
just keep going!   
 
What or whom helped inspire your love of the sciences?  Are there any particular skills learnt 
at school that have proved useful to you in your career as a Scientist  and in general?  
  
I think I was known at school for always asking questions, and continuing to do that has helped me in my 
career.  Iôm sure it was quite frustrating for teachers at times!  I do remember all my teachers encouraged 
a questioning mind and were endlessly patient with me, especially Mr Bedford, Mr Pilling and Mr 
Stanbridge who taught me Physics and Chemistry.   
 
Mr Pilling made us all learn the first 20 elements of the periodic table off by heart (H He Li Be B etc. é) 
and I still remember it to this day!   After every Physics lesson, I would have a question for Mr Bedford, for 
example óWhen you jump up on a moving bus, how come you land in the same place?ô  (Iôm still a bit 
puzzled about that one!)    
  
I did A levels in Physics, Maths and Chemistry.  Lots of girls did Physics A level ï Mr Bedford made it very 
popular.  I then went to University of Birmingham to study Physics, and I remember being amazed on the 
first day when I looked round and saw 100 boys and about 10 girls!  I genuinely had no idea that ógirls 
didnôt study Physicsô.  Of course things are very different now. 
 
After the Sixth Form, where did you take your first degree and how did this lead to your M.Sc 
specialist interest in Audiology at the University of Southampton?  
  
During my Physics degree, I had the idea I would do Medical Physics, but then I heard about Audiology 
and I was very enthusiastic.  Audiology was always described as having ólots of patient contactô and that 
has certainly been the case.  I moved to Southampton to do a MSc in Audiology.  As soon as we started 
learning about cochlear implants, I knew that was what I wanted to do.  Cochlear implants are surgically -
implanted devices that restore a sense of hearing to profoundly deaf adults and children.  Finally I had 
found it ï the perfect mix of technology and helping people.  



Alumna Interview 

 
You have had international experience in other Clinical Science departments e.g. in the  USA . 
How did these opportunities come about and what did you gain from them both scientifically 
and in general? Did you do your PhD at this stage?  
  
Working as a Clinical Scientist has allowed me to work in six cochlear implant programmes around the 
world: Middlesbrough, Miami, Southampton and three clinics in California.  It has been a great experience 
to see different healthcare systems.  I did a PhD at the University of California, Irvine.  I was researching 
the benefit of people having two cochlear implants ï one in each ear, although traditionally only one was 
offered at that time.  It was lovely studying on an American campus ï because the weather is almost 
always great in California, the things were all set up with an outdoor lifestyle in mind.  Many of the 
buildings had corridors on the outside rather than the inside ï wouldnôt work so well in England!     
  
I returned to University of Southampton Auditory Implant Service in 2007, and have been working there 
ever since.  I have the perfect job: seeing patients and doing research.  Cochlear implants work by 
stimulating the hearing nerve with electrical pulses.  The Clinical Scientistôs job is to assess patientsô 
hearing before surgery and decide if an implant will help them.  Then we switch on the implants for the 
first time ï using a very low level of electrical pulses to start with, as hearing for the first time can be quite 
shocking.  It really is a privilege to be involved with a family when an adult or baby hears for the first time.  
Although I have switched on hundreds of cochlear implants over the years, I still often cry with the patient 
when they hear their first sounds.  
  
My research at the moment is focussed on remote care for cochlear implant users.  Many of us do so 
much on smart phones: watch TV, check our pulse, shop, monitor our fitness and activity, send pictures 
and videos instantly across the world, see our family at the touch of a button, identify songs on the radio 
é and even make phone calls.  Why not use a smart phone to adjust and test a cochlear implant, so the 
patient can manage their own care at home?  (I hope Iôm not talking myself out of a job!)   
 
What would you say to an aspiring school pupil interested in the Sciences, what are the most 
important qualities/skills to acquire before leaving school?  
  

Never stop asking questions! 
  



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We have stumbled across some old school prospectus information, which has lots of images in it from way 
back whené. Are you in any of these?  Do you know who is?  Let us know! 

Do You Remember? 
Where Are They (You) Now?!  
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Dates For Diaries 

Saturday  25  April  2015  Alumnae  50  Reunion   12 pm  ï 5pm   
   Alumnae members who came in 1976 and left in 1981 as 5th formers, or 
  1983 as upper sixth. Letters of invitation have been sent out to all we 
  have contact addresses for, but please tell your friends if they have not 
  heard about the event and pass on details. All are very welcome.  
 
Saturday  16  May  2015  Alumnae  30   Reunion   12 pm  ï 5pm   
  Alumnae members who left in 2003 and 2004, so two year groups.  
  Please do get in touch with your contact details if we donôt already have 
  them.  More details for this event to follow. 
 
Saturday  22 -24  May  2015  The Stratford  Art  Fair   10 pmï5.30 pm  
  An eclectic exhibition of more than 350 artworks by national and local 
  artists.  Run by FoS in support of the School and The Shakespeare 
  Hospice.  Pieces will be available to buy, along with unframed prints and 
  cards.  There are artistsô demonstrations, a childrenôs activity table and 
  refreshments.  FREE ADMISSION .  See www.stratfordartfair .com for 
  more information.  Closes at 4pm on Sunday. 
 
Saturday  20  June  Music  And  Arts  At  The Manor  2pm  ï 5pm   
  All Alumnae, your families and your friends are very welcome to this 
  wonderful event, which starts at 2.00pm.  There will be live music 
  outside and an art exhibition to view. There will also be a variety of 
  stalls, (including an alumnae one!) and strawberry teas, cakes and 
  Pimms etc. Do come and have an enjoyable afternoon ï feel free to 
  bring picnic seats to sit on too, if you wish. 

FoS Meeting Dates  
If  you live locally and want to give some extra practical help with fundraising events for the school, our 
Friends of the School (FoS) would be delighted to hear from you.  If  you want to help, please contact the 

FoS Chair, Anne Morse at Fos@sggs.org.uk and she will make sure you are included in the relevant 

communications and requests for help! No doubt you'd find it great fun to get involved with the present 
day school and everything that's going on! 
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The Circles Of Life 

 
This section of the newsletter going forward will be for alumnae to tell us when their circumstances have 
changedé so if youôre getting married, having babies, moving house etc, do let us know and we will 
include it in this section of the newsletter.  Just let us know what year you started at Shottery, and give 
us your news!  alumnae@sggs.org.uk  

Births  - Pitter  Patter,  Double  Time!  
 
Sarah  Jones  (nee Kennedy): 1997 ï 2004 is expecting twins in the Summer!  Congratulations to Sarah 
and family ï weôd love to see a picture when they arrive and youôve given them their names! 

Marriages  
 
Sarah  Fisher  (nee Griffiths): 2001ï 2003 
 
Sarah married Ben Fisher on 2 August 2014 at  
St. Peterôs Church in Wellesbourne.   
 
It  was truly a óShottery affairô with alumnae everywhere! 
 
Alumna bridesmaid: Melissa Coleman 
Alumna reader:  Kathryn Furness (nee Desborough) 
Alumna soloist  Emily Myserscough (nee Browne) 
 
Congratulations Sarah, and thanks for the beautiful photo! 
 
 
 
 
 

Onto  New  Adventures é 
 
Sheila  Thornley  ï Mrs Thornley was a much-loved teacher at Shottery, arriving in 1975 to teach Maths.  
Her daughter Sue remembers, óShe taught until goodness knows when, as she kept coming back!  She 
adored Shottery, it was such a massive part of her life.ô  Sheila sadly passed away in February last year.  
Those alumnae who remember her, and would like to get in touch with Sue or her sister Alison, please 
email alumnae@sggs.org.uk and we will forward all messages. 
 
 

mailto:alumnae@sggs.org.uk
mailto:alumnae@sggs.org.uk
mailto:alumnae@sggs.org.uk
mailto:alumnae@sggs.org.uk
mailto:alumnae@sggs.org.uk
mailto:alumnae@sggs.org.uk
mailto:alumnae@sggs.org.uk
mailto:alumnae@sggs.org.uk
mailto:alumnae@sggs.org.uk
mailto:alumnae@sggs.org.uk


Business To Business 

Do you have a business to promote or a service to offer?  Why not let us know and we can include it in 
the newsletter?  Just get in touch via alumnae@sggs.org.uk  

Amanda Walker (nee Jones) was at Shottery from 1981 to 1986.  Her 
daughter, Jess is due to start in September this year, so itôs a hugely 
exciting time!  
 
Amanda has her own small business, based in Stratford upon Avon:  
Amanda  Walker  Crafts .  She says: 
 
As my two children were growing up I found I was always frustrated 
around birthday times, at not being able to find suitable party bags. 
Something sustainable, that could be reused after the party, something 
useful and attractive that wouldn't end up in the bin. I also wanted small, 
good-quality, ethical wooden toys to go inside, that would last a lifetime.  
 
My business was born out of a love of creativity, a desire to please 
parents and their children, a need to provide something different and 
exciting, and a love that I've had all my life of preserving the 
environment. I have also, I hope, filled a gap in the market . My lovely 
fabric bags for children are handmade from cotton gingham and available 
in 4 sizes, perfect for essential storage and I also offer a full range of 
quality wooden party -bag fillers.  
 
Alongside this, I also create a whole range of other products using 
vintage or other beautiful fabrics. Treats for adults include lined wash 
bags, lingerie bags, table linen and cushions, and there is also a range of 
lavender products and handmade felt brooches. Many of my items are 
made using beautiful Liberty of London fabrics. 
 
More recently I have started to offer an upholstery service too, and I sell 
a range of rescued and re-upholstered chairs and stools. 
 
Do please visit my website for more information, including details of the 
many forthcoming fairs and shows I am attending throughout the year.  
 
Amanda has a stall at the Shottery  Gift Fair, planned for 
Novemberéwatch this space! 

www.amandawalkercrafts.co.uk  
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Phase 2 Of The 
Improvement Plan 

The weather has played a part in the progress of the new building, putting  it a little  behind schedule.  
However, Stepnells are confident they can claw the time back over the Summer months, ready for 
handover at the end of August.  As you can see the interior is really starting to take shape and the 
concrete staircases going in at the beginning of this term; one of which weighed over 3 tonnes!   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



School Functions Update 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The Chamber  Choir  took part in two competitions during March; Dudley Festival of Music, Drama and 
Dance and the Worcester Competitive Arts Festival.  At the time of going to press, the latter  had not 
taken place yet, but we were thrilled that they won not one, but TWO trophies at Dudley, and by the 
looks of their faces on the photo above, they also look pretty  pleased!   
 

The FoS Quiz  Night  in March was a huge success, and we were really pleased to see some alumnae 
there, for what was an enormously fun and enjoyable evening for everyone.  School received some 
lovely feedback from some people who had taken part, and we raised a very healthy sum for the SGGS 
FoS coffers!   

 
Mid-May 2014, Shottery are hosting the Stratford  Arts  Weekend , based at the Town Hall.  More 
details will follow. 
 



Barbara Chadwick 

On the Day Of Celebration each year, nestled amongst the many awards given to girls in recognition of 
a rainbow of talents, achievements and characteristics, there is the KS3 Young Performer Of The Year 
Award, in memory of Barbara Chadwick.  Here follows a collection of memories from former staff and 
students who remember the former Director of Music at Shottery, with incredible fondness.   

Mrs. Barbara Chadwick  came to SGGS in 1979 as the newly-appointed Director of Music, as successor 
to Mr. John Strickson.  She was already well known to many peripatetic Music teachers and people in 
the town, as a private piano and voice Tutor.   
 
When Barbara arrived at Shottery, she had two small children, Ben and Jessica, and they were very a 
very close family.  Barbara stayed at Shottery for about twenty years, taking early retirement aged 59, 
hoping for lots of time to enjoy her hobbies which included cooking, travelling, private tuition  and in 
particular, golf.  Sadly, she succumbed to ill health and passed away aged just 61 years.  She had not 
long become a grandmother to Megan, on whom she doted.  Her untimely death was a great loss to all 
those that knew her.  
 
As a teacher of Music at Shottery, she is remembered for so many positive attributes.  Her unfailing 
cheerful, positive and highly animated personality, with a tremendous sense of humour and capacity to 
entertain her wide circle of friends and staff alike, with all sorts of stories about events, places visited, 
people she had known and about her family, who she adored.  Secondly, she was well loved by the 
pupils.  They remember her wanting them to share her love of all genres of music and in particular, 
musicals.   
 
Barbara was trained at the Trinity College of Music in London and her enthusiasm for the subject was 
infectious.  Few will forget the emotive rendering of the hymn, óDear Lord and Father of Mankindô, in the 
references to earthquakes, wind and fire!  Her many school concerts and musicals were enjoyed by 
decades of pupils, staff and parents, particularly remarkable considering she only worked part time!  
 
She introduced  all children to a large repertoire of Music, either as performers or listeners and in this 
sense, this remarkable lady, with her upright deportment, colourful apparel and cheerful face, will live 
forever in the hearts of all who knew her and she will be remembered as an outstanding Musician.  
 
Ms. Diana Brownhill  
Alumnae Staff, at SGGS 1970 -2012  
Alumnae Society Chair & Former Head of Six and Assistant Head.  

Continued Overleaf 



Barbara Chadwick 

 
Cont /d  

My time with her and her friends was both entertaining and amusing, Barbara had an extremely good 
sense of humour, sometimes it wasnôt what she said but how she said it that made one laugh and we 
laughed a lot! 'é.....' Barbara was an avid reader, particularly of history both of this country and Russia 
(following a school trip which I am sure many alumnae will remember). Her fascination with the 
aristocracy of both countries was immense and she retained in-depth knowledge of everything she read. 
 
On one occasion in Dorset, this time with Irene Whitley (English department at Shottery) we were 
invited for tea at the beautiful restored chapel home of a titled lady.  We ate a delicate tea in her 
garden and admired her amazing collection of original artwork in the chapel gallery, but Barbaraôs 
interest was in the peerage connection and by the time I next saw her at school she had researched the 
Ladyôs background in Debretts, knew everything about her family and could quote the family tree (with 
dates). 
 
She had a wide circle of friends, all of whom she managed to keep in contact with: friends from school 
days, music student days, and from teaching. She made and kept new friends readily, her gift for 
friendship being one of her many endearing characteristics. Barbara loved giving dinner parties and 
getting local acquaintances together. She was an excellent cook, an interest we shared.  She never 
forgot her northern roots, regularly visiting her remaining aunt in Rochdale, and she adored her first 
grandchild. Her other passion was golf.  
 
I remember her as a larger than life, inimitable character, a good organiser, outgoing, independent, 
confident and upright of stature. Barbara was a generous person, always willing to make a cake for 
anyone or go shopping for friends and she loved a bargain! She had such enthusiasm for life and never 
let anything get her down, even her last illness which mercifully did not last long. I hope she never had 
time to turn her thoughts towards death. I was shocked and saddened when she died so relatively 
young and still miss her. I felt for her that she had been cheated out of a long retirement - she certainly 
deserved more.  
 
Mrs Lyn Hobbs  
School Administrator, at SGGS 1992 -2011  

Continued Overleaf 



Barbara Chadwick 

As a peripatetic Instrumental Music teacher (strings), Barbara always made me feel welcome, popping 
into the practice room when she was passing and óencouragingô the pupils to take part in various 
musical ensembles and events.  My strongest memories are of Barbaraôs renowned concerts at 
Christmas and in the Summer.  She would include as many pupils as possible, also encouraging us to 
join in and assist with tuning etc.  Barbara instilled a great love of singing throughout the school and 
her summer concerts invariably ended with a selection of songs from one of her favourite musicals.  I 
will forever vividly remember the very moving performance of óLes Miserablesô. 
 
Mrs Judy Jones  
Peripatetic Instrumental Music Teacher  

I was very lucky to have Mrs Chadwick as my music teacher. She was a very special person to me and 
was always so encouraging.  I played the flute and piano and was very involved in music at school.  Mrs 
Chadwick would often assign me the job of organising a group to play in assembly, including 
transposing the music!  I always seemed to have 'a job to do for Mrs Chadwick', and this did serve as a 
good excuse for being late for other lessons sometimes!  It was great to be trusted.  Mrs Chadwick 
loved singing and it's thanks to her that I still love a lot of songs from musicals, especially Tell Me On A 
Sunday!  In concerts I used to play a lot of piano duets with Anne Wu or Rachel Smith - always very fun 
to sit at the big grand piano in the hall and play together . 
 
I did Music O level with Mrs Chadwick and our group had a lovely time.  She really helped us to learn to 
love music.  In the sixth form, one very  special event was our Leaversô Concert (I still have the tape of it 
now).  I can still see Mrs Chadwick striding around school; she had great posture and always looked 
striking.  I regret that I didnôt ever get a chance to say these things to Mrs Chadwick; she must have 
instilled a love of music into hundreds or even thousands of children, and that lasts a lifetime.  How 
fantastic to have enriched so many lives 
 
Dr Helen Cullington  
Student 1982 -1988  

 
Cont /d  

Continued Overleaf 



Barbara Chadwick 

 
Cont /d  

I have very fond memories of my musical life during my time at Shottery. Mrs Chadwick had a huge 
influence on me, most especially with regards to the wonderful variety of chamber music she got many 
of us playing.  I feel very lucky to have been introduced to such experiences at school.  
 
The chamber music side of my life as a cellist now is definitely the playing that I find most personally 
satisfying and rewarding.  From school I went on to Trinity College of Music in London.  I now live in 
Dorking, Surrey, and enjoy life as a 'cello teacher and a freelance 'cellist, which has taken me to some 
interesting places including an orchestral tour to China, chamber music recitals on board cruise ships 
travelling around the Caribbean, Australia and South Africa, and, (nearer to home and slightly 
muddier!), Glastonbury Festival.   
 
I am very aware that I had a superbly happy time as a musical youngster with wonderful 
encouragement from Mrs C and many other inspirational teachers / coaches and I hope that I pass 
even a little of this on to my pupils now . 
 
Jennifer Kimber  
Student 1990 -1997  

Barbara Chadwick was my piano teacher as well as a music teacher at school. As a teacher, she was 
ambitious, pragmatic and eclectic. Too few teachers induct eleven year olds into Benjamin Brittenôs 
Noyeôs Fludde in one afternoon and then the libretto of Lloyd Webberôs Tell Me On A Sunday a week 
later. Shottery can never be the same now that ñCapped Teeth and Caesar Saladò isnôt the theme tune 
to each girlôs first term.  
 
She was endlessly patient, playing (with flourishes) everything from Grease to Disney as accompanist to 
the miniature divas jostling around the music roomôs sole piano. She adored Simon Rattle, frequently 
wore shawls, and stood with clasped hands and head elegantly tipped at ten to two. That last sentence 
makes her sound like a sketch from the Telegraph (a paper she disliked), but she was unshockable, 
astute and humane. A staunch feminist, she had the measure of every girl she taught . 
 
For eight years I had piano lessons in her house on the Banbury Road: as her last pupil before dinner, 
my (appalling) efforts at the piano were fragranced with the scent of garlic or curry slowly simmering on 
the hob. At Christmas she had tree decorations shaped like musical notes.  
 
She was a great friend and mentor, and lent me innumerable books ï everything from the Forsyte Saga 
to biographies of Victorian women explorers, long before I was óold enoughô to read them. I doubtless 
owe my professional specialism in Victorian literature in part to her generosity. Barbara Chadwick was a 
great teacher and also a very kind one. Kind enough to strap a family Bible to the piano pedals, as my 
legs remained obstinately too short to reach them, and great enough to encourage her girlsô interests 
well beyond a purely musical education. I think of her often, and miss her very much.  
 
Dr Sophie Duncan  
Student, at SGGS 1998 -2005  



BID Discount Card 

As part of the schoolôs fundraising plans, we have launched the BID Discount Card.  For those alumnae 
living locally, we would like to extend the offer to you. 

The support that the  school has received from its community - parents, staff, governors, alumnae and 
girls - to enable us to undergo Phase 2 of our improvement plan has been nothing short of 
amazing.  The improved quality and level of opportunities that will soon be available for the girls once 
the new facilities are up and running will be a far more accurate reflection of where we want to be as 
one of the countryôs leading girlsô grammar schools. 
  
It is, however, vital that we continue to explore ways to raise funds that will enable us to move forward 
with the improvement plan and continue to offer the girls the resources they deserve, in recognition of 
their commitment to learning and their desire to achieve. With that in mind, we are extremely excited to 
announce our working partnership with Stratforward BID and the launch of the BID Loyalty 
Card.  However, in order for the scheme to succeed for us, we must again ask for support. 
  
The BID Loyalty Card is an initiative whereby a discount card has been distributed to employees of BID 
levy payers.  (A BID levy payer is a business based within the agreed Stratford boundary, with a 
rateable value of over £9,500).   All BID levy payers have then been given the opportunity to offer 
discounts and incentives to cardholders.  We have successfully negotiated with Stratforward to be the 
first school included in the scheme, and have no doubt that the others will eventually follow!    
  
In return for a donation to the school of just £75, you will receive the BID Loyalty Card by way of 
thanks.  The discounts and incentives available are diverse and there is certainly something for all 
members of the family.   The idea is that, over the coming months, you will be able to retrieve your 
initial financial outlay and go on to make more savings too, through the many discount opportunities 
you will have at the various places that have chosen to support this initiative.  
  
Details of the offers are available on the Stratforward BID website, ( www.stratforward.co.uk ) and there 
is an option to sign up to an email feed to keep you updated with up -to-the-minute offers and 
initiatives. 
  
If you would like to take advantage of this scheme, please get in touch and upon receipt of payment we 
will post the card out to you via Royal Mail.  
  
Finally, this offer is open to anyone and everyone that wants to support both the school and the local 
businesses.  For that reason, if you know anybody that might like to make a donation to the school and 
receive a Loyalty Card by way of thanks, do please ask them to get in touch  via the email address 
loyaltycard@sggs.org.uk and we can make alternative payment arrangements for them.  
  
Again, thank you all for your support to date.   We know we are extremely lucky to have such active and 
interested supporters 
 
 
 
 
 

http://www.stratforward.co.uk/
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Pause For Thought 

A page for poetry, prose, quotes, sayingsé.from students and staff, present and past.  If  you have 
something youôd like to see here, do please get in touch via alumnae@sggs.org.uk  

 
ñQuality is never an accident.  It  is the result of 
high intention,  sincere effort,  intelligent direction 
and skilful execution.  It  represents the wise 
choice of many alternatives.ò 
 
William A. Foster  
 

 
ñWe know what we are, but know not what we 
may be"  
 
William Shakespeare  
 
Submitted by:  
Sarah Fisher, nee Griffiths  
(2001-2003)  
 

 
ñSometimes it is the people no-one can imagine 
anything of, who do the things no -one can 
imagineò 
 
Alan Turin  
 

 
ñThere is a real danger that computers will 
develop intelligence and take us over.  We 
urgently need to develop direct connections to the 
brain so that computers can add to human 
intelligence, rather than be in opposition"  
 
Stephen Hawking  
 
Submitted by:  
Diana Brownhill 
Chair of Alumnae Society 
 

 
ñA pessimist sees a difficulty in every 
opportunity: an optimist sees the opportunity in 
every difficultyò 
 
Sir Winston Churchill  
 

 
ñYou are not only responsible for what you say, 
but also for what you do not say.ò 
 
ðMartin Luther  
 

During my second year of nursing school our 
professor gave us a quiz. I breezed through the 
questions until I read the last one: "What is the 
first name of the woman who cleans the school?"  
 
Surely this was a joke. I had seen the cleaning 
woman several times, but how would I know her 
name? I handed in my paper, leaving the last 
question blank. Before the class ended, one 
student asked if the last question would count 
toward our grade.  
 
"Absolutely," the professor said. "In your careers, 
you will meet many people. All are significant. 
They deserve your attention and care, even if all 
you do is smile and say hello."  
 
I've never forgotten that lesson. I also learned 
her name was Dorothy. 
 
JoAnn C. Jones,  
Guideposts , January 1996  
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{ŎƘƻƻƭ ¢ƻŘŀȅΧ 

A favourite amongst the girls, World Book Day was in March.  The girls employed their usual creative 
flair and the Head of English Mr Cooper decided to add a competitive edge, holding a House 
Competition for the best dressed.  Points were awarded for accuracy and creativity among other things 
and the overall winners wereéOrion, Y11  with their óLord of The Fliesô (image below with red border). 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


