“Reading is to the mind what exercise is to the body.” - Sir Richard
Steele
In a nutshell, English Literature captures the essence of humanity. If you want to understand yourself
and others, there is no better to place to look than towards plays, poems and novels. As a subject, it
complements any other A-level as you are encouraged to think deeply and write accurately: vital skills
for any student hoping to continue into university education. As a traditional, tried and trusted subject, it
is universally respected and seen as a challenging and reliable marker of any student’s academic
ability. Being well-read is seen as part of being a well-rounded, independent-minded and cultured
person; all of the qualities demonstrated by Shottery students. English also develops your analytical
skills, close reading and questioning of what you read, looking beyond the obvious and, of course,
through writing, it develops your own unique perspective and voice.
English Literature at Shottery is an exciting subject to choose. Year upon year we achieve excellent
examination results with thirty six girls having achieved an A* in the last five years. It remains a popular
A-level course not only offering girls the opportunity to engage in heated classroom debates about set
texts but also to inspire them to seek out extra-curricular opportunities such as leading our Young
Writers group and attending regular theatre and lecture trips.
What does the course involve?
For A-level English Literature, girls will study eight texts from across the genres of prose, poetry and
drama, three of which will be pre-1900 (including one Shakespeare play). In addition, the girls are
encouraged to undertake a comprehensive programme of independent wider reading.
In summary, girls will study:
 a Shakespeare play alongside a Critical Anthology
 at least two prose texts, including one published pre-1900
 at least one play from the genres of either Tragedy or Comedy
 a range of unseen modern poetry alongside a prescribed pre-1900 poet
 wider reading to inform the coursework study
Modules will be taught through teacher instruction, class discussion, smaller group discussions, student
presentations, essays (including feedback), and independent research and study, as well as private
tutorials for coursework.
What do our students say about English Literature?
“You get to read some amazing texts and the skills learnt are transferable across all subjects”
‘It’s great preparation for University, not only is it interesting but you get an insight into how Literature
has developed’
‘If you enjoy Literature, it is very easy to embrace.’

Texts students could be studying:
Prose:
Childhood

Pre-1900: What Maisie Knew, Henry James; Hard Times, Charles Dickens
Post-1900: Atonement, Ian McEwan; The Color Purple, Alice Walker

Crime and Detection
Science and Society
The Supernatural
Women and Society

Drama:
Tragedy

Comedy

Pre-1900: A Study in Scarlet, Arthur Conan Doyle; The Moonstone, Wilkie Collins
Post-1900: In Cold Blood, Truman Capote; The Murder Room, P D James
Pre-1900: Frankenstein, Mary Shelley; The War of the Worlds, H G Wells
Post-1900: Never Let Me Go, Kazuo Ishiguro; The Handmaid’s Tale, Margaret Atwood
Pre-1900: The Picture of Dorian Gray, Oscar Wilde; Dracula, Bram Stoker
Post-1900: The Little Stranger, Sarah Waters; Beloved, Toni Morrison
Pre-1900: Wuthering Heights, Emily Brontë; Tess of the D’Urbervilles, Thomas Hardy
Post-1900: Mrs Dalloway, Virginia Woolf; A Thousand Splendid Suns, Khaled Hosseini

William Shakespeare: Antony and Cleopatra, Hamlet, King Lear, Othello
Other drama: A Doll’s House, Henrik Ibsen; A Streetcar Named Desire, Tennessee
Williams; Doctor Faustus, Christopher Marlowe; The Home Place, Brian Friel
William Shakespeare: A Midsummer Night’s Dream, Measure for Measure, The Taming of
the Shrew, Twelfth Night
Other drama: The Importance of Being Earnest, Oscar Wilde; The Pitmen Painters, Lee
Hall; The Rover, Aphra Behn; Waiting for Godot, Samuel Beckett

Poetry:
Medieval Poetry
Metaphysical Poetry
Romantic Poetry
Victorian Poetry
Modernist Poetry
Movement Poetry

Geoffrey Chaucer
John Donne
John Keats
Christina Rossetti
T.S Eliot
Philip Larkin

What do our students go on to do next?
A-level English Literature graduates can go on to study a wide range of courses at universities and future
career options are virtually limitless. Employment in television, film, theatre, publishing, public relations,
marketing, journalism, education, the law, and a variety of communication fields are some areas that
Stratford Girls’ Grammar School students have gone on to enjoy.
What have the Exam Board said about our Non-Examined Assessment (coursework)?
Teachers’ marking “very thorough; each folder was well annotated and focused on the positive aspects of
candidates’ work”.
“Candidates combined a scholarly approach with personal engagement…The responses to the selected
passages were particularly impressive.”
“…candidates had tackled challenging texts with enthusiasm and appreciation…thoughtful and wellinformed responses.”
“very thoughtful & well-expressed answers…cogent & intelligent critical judgment”
“All involved in the teaching, assessment and administration of this work should be congratulated on their
achievement”
For further information please email Ms E Litterick - Head of English – litterick.e@sggs.org.uk

