Component 1: Research Methods
Students are expected to carry out their own small scale practical activities using the four
main techniques for collecting/analysing data.
These are:
self-report

experiment

observation

correlation

Students then need reflect and evaluate their experiences.
Component 2: Core Studies
Students are expected to understand, analyse and evaluate 20 psychological research
studies which link to major themes and areas in Psychology.
These are:
Obedience & Helping Behaviour

Social Psychology - refers to the
behaviour of people
within
social context

Memory & Attention

Cognitive Psychology - refers to
mental processes

Children’s behaviour & Moral Development

Developmental Psychology –
refers to the process of change

Functions of the brain &
the physiological basis of changes in brain function

Biological Psychology refers to
behaviour

Mental Disorders &
variations in the behaviour of Measuring differences.

Individual Differences – refers to
people/individuals

In addition, to encourage awareness of practical applications of psychology, this component
also requires students to apply their knowledge and understanding of psychology to a novel
source. The source could be a newspaper or magazine article, a blog, a diary entry, email
exchange etc.
Component 3: Applied Psychology
This component consists of one compulsory section:
 Issues in Mental Health - This aims to define and explain
mental health using the different psychological approaches and
perspectives. Eg. Genetic explanations of Schizophrenia.
Students will also study the following applied psychology
options:
 Child Psychology – attachment, cognitivedevelopment,
perceptual development
 Criminal Psychology – interviewing
techniques, court proceedings,
punishments

So……
What will I gain?
The course encourages students to:







develop their interest in and enthusiasm for the Psychology, including developing an
interest in further study and careers associated with the subject
understand how society makes decisions about scientific issues and how the
sciences contribute to the success of the economy and society
promote an appreciation and understanding of individuals, society and cultural
diversity
develop and demonstrate a deep appreciation of the skills, knowledge and
understanding of scientific methods
develop competence and confidence
develop practical, mathematical and problem solving skills.

What are the entry requirements?


The course entry does not require for students to have studied GCSE Psychology.



Students should however have achieved grades 6 or above in English, Mathematics
and Science.

Is there anything else I need to know?
Further information is available from Mrs S. Whorlow (Subject Leader of Psychology)
email whorlow.s@sggs.org.uk

